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I. Preliminary remarks 
 
Based on their areas of specialty, the English Department teaching staff have drawn up a list of 
topics available to the students who wish to write their final papers (“TFB”) in the fields of English 
literature or linguistics. 
 
Please note that, as is the case across the Department of Modern Languages, each teacher will 
supervise a maximum of 5 TFB; students’ first choices can therefore not be guaranteed. 
 
 

II. List of topics and fields of research 
 
Lieselotte Brems 

- Corpus linguistics: using corpora for (genre- or register-based) study of the actual usage of certain 
constructions or expressions in (varieties of) English. 
 

- Diachronic change and synchronic variation in English: linking up variation and ambiguities in 
present-day English with change (e.g.  a corpus study on “literally” or other new intensifiers). 

 
- The history of the English language: zooming in on major changes in the English language, e.g. 

the extension of the past participle to simple past use, as in “I seen”, which can be seen as a case 
of analogy (with ‘irregular’ verbs copying the verbal paradigm of ‘regular’ ones). 
 
 
Marc Delrez  

- An analysis of a work of contemporary fiction in English, from a specific angle selected by the 
student in consultation with the professor. In 2022-2023, the work selected for analysis will be 
Mohsin Hamid’s The Reluctant Fundamentalist (2007). 
 
 
Michel Delville 

- An analysis dealing with the work of any author discussed in the Bloc3 literature class “History 
of English Literature III”, organized around the topic “Utopia/Dystopia” in 2022-2023. 
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Delphine Munos 

- Anglophone postcolonial literatures (with a special focus on India, the Caribbean, and the Indian 
Ocean); US-ethnic twentieth- and twenty-first-century literature; Born-digital literatures 
(Instapoetry, Facebook novels, and Twitterfiction).  
 
Suggested topics include: 
• Literary representations of “postmemory” (Marianne Hirsch), “rememory” (Toni Morrison) and 
“multidirectional memory” (Michael Rothberg) across different socio-political and historical 
contexts (e.g. in the contexts of slavery, colonization, indenture, and the Holocaust) 
• Postcolonial/minority Anglophone contemporary literatures and literary form (especially multi-
person narratives) 
• Family memoirs 
• Postcolonial “Chick-Lit” 
• Born-digital literature (for instance “Insta-Poetry” by young women of colour in Britain and the 
USA, or “Facebook novels” by South African writers) 
• South-South and Afro-Indo relations in Caribbean Literature and in the literature of the Indian 
Ocean 
 
 
Daria Tunca 

- A topic relevant to the following fields of research: stylistics, critical discourse analysis, African 
literature (esp. Nigerian fiction). 
 
 
An Van linden 

- Corpus-based study of modal expressions in Present-day English of any formal type, e.g. modal 
auxiliaries, modal adjectives, verbo-nominal patterns (e.g. the truth is …; the thing is …), 
insubordination (e.g If only you were here!) [diachronic perspective also possible] 
 

- Corpus-based study of verb argument constructions or valency-changing constructions in Present-
day English, e.g. noun incorporation (e.g. crowd-surfing, house-sitting), functionally antipassive 
constructions (e.g. to do stuff, to see people), pseudo-coordination (e.g. come and see, go and 
laugh) [diachronic perspective also possible] 
 


